
Thomas MacLaren State Charter School 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 22, 2021 
Minutes 

 

APPROVED 
 

The meeting took place online via Zoom videoconference. 

I. Call to Order:  Mrs. Nussbaum called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.  
A. Roll Call:  Present: Mrs. Melissa Nussbaum, Mr. Tim Fuller, Mrs. Meredith Sherman, 

Mrs. Khristine Prickett Vadala, Mrs. Carol Neel, and Mr. Paul von Boeck. Mrs. 
Hannah Parsons, Ms. Diane Borre and Mrs. Dawn Conley were unable to attend. 
Also present were Mrs. Mary Faith Hall, Executive Director, Mr. Ben LaBadie, Head 
of Upper School, Ms. Katie Maslow, Assistant Head of Upper School, Mr. Nico 
Alvarado, Head of Lower School, Mrs. Lori Richardson, Director of Finance, Mrs. Kari 
Coleman, Director of Operations, Mrs. Katherine Brophy, Director of 
Communications, Mrs. Chrissy Steigerwald, Athletic Director, and Mr. Eric Hall, 
Founder. One parent was also present. 

B. Public Comment: Mrs. Darling, Parent, commented briefly. 
C. Approval of Agenda: Mrs. Nussbaum requested that the Board approve the Agenda. 

Mrs. Sherman motioned for approval of the amended agenda. Mrs. Vadala 
seconded. Unanimous approval. 

D. Approval of Minutes: Mr. Fuller motioned. Mr. von Boeck seconded. Unanimous 
approval of the March meeting minutes. 

 
II. Student Performance 

A. Athletics Update: Mrs. Steigerwald presented on the state of athletics at MacLaren 
over the past year. Mrs. Nussbaum and Mrs. Hall took time to praise Mrs. 
Steigerwald for a job well done. This is Mrs. Steigerwald’s first year at MacLaren and 
she had to learn the job while dealing with the very difficult and ever-shifting COVID 
guidelines for sports. 
 

III. Policy Review and Accountability 
A. Approve Revised Language in 2021-22 Parent-Student Handbooks: Mrs. Hall 

explained the minor change that was made in the FERPA section of the handbooks. 
This revision was not a policy change, but an updating of the language so that it 
more accurately reflected the actual process that has been in place for several years 
now. 
 
MOTION: To approve the revised language in the 2021-22 Parent-Student 
Handbooks. 
Mr. Fuller motioned, second by Mr. von Boeck. Unanimous approval. 

   
B. Approve Employee Handbook: Mrs. Hall explained the minor language changes that 

were made to reflect what the actual processes are at the school at this time.  
 
 MOTION: To approve the Employee Handbook as presented. 
 Mr. von Boeck motioned, second by Mr. Fuller. Unanimous approval 
 
 



IV. Status Reports 
A. Executive Director: Mrs. Hall noted that the bulk of the state testing has been 

completed – only a few makeup tests are left. As usual, the enrollment numbers in 
this report are very fluid. The latest COVID update is that there is a new Public 
Health Order (PHO) that just went into effect last Friday. The state has ceded much 
of its authority to the counties. Most of the indoor mandates for schools will remain 
the same, however the rules for outdoor gatherings look to be changing so we are in 
conversation with the county as to how that might affect our graduation ceremony, 
Senior Formal, and other end-of-year events. The final Drama productions as well as 
the Spring Fine Arts Night will be recorded and posted on our YouTube channel. We 
are trying to understand how these new rules will affect next year but there is still 
much we don’t know. What we do know is that the state is allowing schools to go 
back to a normal in-person schedule without having to offer a full-time distance 
learning option for all students. Therefore, we have informed the parents that we 
plan to return to a 5-day, in-person schedule this coming fall. Only students on an 
IEP or who have a 504 plan that covers a medical issue that is COVID related can ask 
for a distance learning option.  We have been told to be prepared for quarantines in 
the fall so we are discussing how that might look. We do not have anything further 
to announce for the fall at this time. 
 
Mrs. Hall mentioned that there will be a representative from the Colorado League of 
Charter Schools here to work with her and Mr. Alvarado on a project that is a result 
of the RISE Grant that we have received. She also announced that we have been 
asked by our authorizer, the Charter School Institute (CSI), to be a part of a video 
that they are producing that highlights and celebrates the charter schools in their 
portfolio. This video will be given to legislators to show them unique charter stories 
that are intended to educate these legislators on what charter schools are really 
about as they make funding decisions for charter schools in general and CSI schools 
in particular. 
 
In reference to a question from a Board member, Mrs. Hall explained that the 
graduation will be in-person on the soccer field like last year. It will occur on Friday, 
May 28, at 10:30 a.m. and unlike last year, the Board is invited to attend. Mrs. 
Nussbaum interjected that our very own Board member, Mr. Fuller, will be the 
commencement speaker. 
 

B. Dashboard: Mrs. Hall stated there was nothing to highlight. She did note that 
although good professional development is occurring, since it is over Zoom with 
many participants, it is not easy to take attendance and therefore that data has not 
been filled in on the Dashboard report.  

 
C. Finance Committee: 

a. March Financial Statements: Mrs. Richardson reported that we continue to 
be right on target for where we should be at this time of year. Mrs. Hall 
announced that next month the Board will be approving the 2021-22 
Budget at next month’s meeting. She noted that the Per-Pupil-Revenue 
numbers are looking good at this point.  
 

V. Announcements 
A. Next Board Meeting: Thursday, May 20, 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 



VI. Adjournment 

A.    Motion to Adjourn: Mr. von Boeck motioned; seconded by Mr. Fuller. Board 
adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 

 
 

__________________________________________                      _____________________ 
        Katherine A. Brophy, Minutes Recorder                                         Date 


